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THE EAELY GOVERNMENT OP PHILADELPHIA 
AND THE BLUE ANCHOE TAVEEN LANDING. 

BY EDWABD V. ALLINSON AND BOIES PENROSE. 

Evidence of Organized Government of Philadelphia prior to 
the Charter of 1701, as shown in a document in the office 
of Eecorder of Deeds, pertaining to the Blue Anchor Tav- 
ern Landing. 

[In writing an article on the history of the government of Philadelphia 
for the " Johns Hopkins University studies in Historical and Political 
Science" the following paper was found, which is recorded in the office of 
the Eecorder of Deeds, Philadelphia, and furnishes important evidence 
of the existence of some kind of organized government of Philadelphia 
prior to the charter granted by Penn in 1701. The charter of 1701 — as 
it is the earliest one extant — is generally considered the first charter 
incorporating the city ; and the first mayor under that charter, Edward 
Shippen, heads the published lists as the first mayor of the city. Con- 
siderable doubt, however, exists as to whether Philadelphia was not 
granted a charter — possibly incorporating the city as a borough — before 
1701. It seems remarkable that for the first nineteen years of its exist- 
ence the rapidly growing city should have had no government separate 
from the rest of the county. It is constantly spoken of in the Minutes 
of the Provincial Council and Acts of Assembly as the " town of Phila- 
delphia" or the " city of Philadelphia." Acrelius in his " New Sweden," 
p. 112, published in 1712, says that Philadelphia received its first charter 
in 1682, and that its liberties extended three English miles beyond the 
city, between the rivers. In 1684 the following appears in the minutes 
of the Provincial Council: "Thos. Lloyd, Thos. Holmes, Wm. Haigue 
appointed to draw up a charter of Philadelphia, to be made a Borough, 
consisting of a Mayor and six Aldermen, and to call to ye assistance 
any of ye Council." (1 Colonial Eecords, 64.) There is no record, how- 
ever, that this committee ever acted. The characteristic of a borough in 
England was that it possessed the franchise of sending representation 
to Parliament ; and in 1684 a bill passed second reading in the Provin- 
cial Council providing for three members for the Council and six for 
the Assembly from " ye city of Philadelphia," but there is no record 
of a third reading or of co-ordinate action of the Assembly, or of any 
member sitting for the city as distinct from the county previous to 1704. 
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Finally, in the charter of 1701 Penn declares, " I have, by virtue of the 
King's letters patents, under the great seal of England, erected the said 
town into a borough and by these presents do erect the said town and 
borough of Philadelphia into a city, which said city shall extend the 
limits and bounds, as it is laid out between Delaware and Schuylkill." 
(Charter of Philadelphia.) 

In addition to the above evidence, which was gathered after laborious 
research, a document preserved in the office of the Recorder of Deeds, 
in Philadelphia (Deed Book H, No. 7, p. 92), furnishes important testi- 
mony to the same effect. This interesting document is in the nature of 
perpetuated testimony, in order to prevent future disputes of titles, show- 
ing the proceedings of the citizens of Philadelphia in 1753 to secure the 
dedication of the Blue Anchor landing for public use forever, and remon- 
strating against the attempt of the mayor and commonalty to let the 
same. These proceedings in proving the title of the inhabitants recite 
the minutes of the Provincial Council of May 5, 1691, and constitute 
the only record of them extant, the minutes of the Council for that year 
and for 1692 having been lost or destroyed. These minutes and other 
documents recited in the proceedings state clearly that Humphrey 
Murry was mayor of Philadelphia in 1691, and that there were in ex- 
istence a recorder and aldermen ; and that these officers were recognized 
by the Proprietor. 

The paper also gives an interesting history of the public landing place 
by the old Blue Anchor Tavern, which stood at the northwest corner of 
Front and Dock Streets, and was taken down in 1810. It also shows — 
besides giving the missing minutes of the Provincial Council — that the 
records were in the office of the Provincial Secretary as late as 1753. 

EDWARD P. ALLINSON, 
BOIES PENROSE] 

To the Mayor and Commonality of the City of Philadelphia 
in Common Council Assembled the 16th day of the Month 
called February 1753. 

The Memorial of the "Wardens, Commissioners, Assessors 
and Overseers of the Poor, at the Request and on Behalf of 
the Freemen and Inhabitants of the said City 
Shbweth : 

That soon after the arrival of the first Purchasers of Land 
in this Province the Town of Philadelphia was lay'd out and 
by the mutual consent of our first worthy Proprietor and the 
Inhabitants the Two Public Landing Places at the Penny Pot 
House and Blue Anchor were appointed to be left open and 
common for the Use and Service of the Inhabitants of the 
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said City and all others and were accordingly received and 
reputed to be their common Right as much as any of the 
streets of the City. 

That the Landing Place at the Blue Anchor was at first 
very large and commodious and of much greater extent 
than it is at present. 

That some time in or about the year 1689 the Proprietary- 
Commissioners granted "Warrants of Survey to several per- 
sons for Lots on the River Delaware, which were a part of 
the said Landing Place. 

That the Mayor and Inhabitants of the City well knowing 
the Surveys and Grants of the said Lots were injurious and 
repugnant to the Rights and Privileges of the Freemen of 
the City did thereupon petition the Governour and Council 
" to ascertain the extent and boundaries 'of the said Landing 
" Place and that no person for private gains or interest might 
" be suffered to incomode the Public Utility of the whole 
" City." 

That the Governour and Council pursuant to the Powers 
granted them by the Charters and Laws of this Province 
then in force did immediately in conjunction with the 
Mayor, Recorder & some of the Citizens regulate and ascer- 
tain the limits and extent of the said Landing Place and 
order'd the materials to be removed which had been laid 
thereon by a person who, under pretence of a right from 
the Proprietary-Commissioners, attempted to erect a House 
or Building there as appears by the Minutes of the Gover- 
nour & Council dated the 3d 6th Month 1691 still remaining 
in the Secretary's Office. 

That so much of the Landing Place near the Blue Anchor 
as is now claimed and used by the inhabitants of Philadel- 
phia remained from the first settling this City free and open 
upwards of sixty years without any interruption by build- 
ings or other improvements made thereon or by converting 
it to any other Uses or Services than those for which it was 
first intended. 

That the Proprietor in the charter granted to the City in 
the year 1701 expressly " ordains the said Landing Places 
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" (as then and theretofore used) to be left open and common 
" for the Use and Service of the said City and all others," 
thereby confirming the former Right of ye Inhabitants to the 
said Landings. 

That by long experience the said Landing Places appear 
to be of Publick Service and advantage, for the accomodat- 
ing the People of the neighbouring Province and others who 
bring large Quantities of Fire Wood, Charcoal, Bark, Tim- 
ber, Boards, Shingles, Stones, Rails, Hay and other mate- 
rials necessary for the Service of the Inhabitants of this City, 
and for their Buildings and Improvements. 

That the Inhabitants of this City would sustain great Loss, 
damage and Injury by converting the said Landing places 
to any other Uses or Services, from the advanced price of 
Fire wood and the high rates they must pay for the Cartage 
of Hay, Stone Timber etc. from other more distant Land- 
ings. 

That the Inhabitants of this City in General are now much 
dissatisfied with the proposal of the Mayor & Comonality 
" to Let the said Landing place to any persons inclined to 
" take the same either for a Term of years or on Ground rent 
" for Ever," being apprehensive that if the said Proposal be 
carrj'ed into Execution They will be disseised of a Valuable 
Part of the Rights & Privileges granted them by our first 
"Worthy Proprietor. 

For these and other Reasons which may occur to ye 
Mayor and Commonality on a farther consideration of this 
affair, We assure ourselves that they as Guardians of the 
Liberties & Privileges of the Freemen of Philadelphia will 
desist from proceeding to any Resolutions to deprive the In- 
habitants and others of the Free Use and Service of the said 
Landings or to convert the same or any Part thereof to any 
other Uses or Services than those for which they were at first 
appointed. 

Jacob Cooper Phil : Syng 

Jos : Richardson Hugh : Roberts 

Charles Jones Joseph Stretch 

City Wardens. 
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Thos : Sat Jacob Duchee 

Commissioners. 

Joseph Lownes Anthony Morris Jr 

Joseph Watkins Jere'ah Warder 

Jacob Lewis, City Assessors. 

Thos: Lightfoot Thomas Clifford 

Abra. Mitchell Jos: Howell 

Jacob Shoemaker Jr. Overseers of the Poor. 

Compared with the Origenal delivd. to the Mayor & Comonality in 
Common Council assembled Philadelphia the 16th 2d mo. 1753 & 
subscribed by the Wardens, Commissioners, Assessors & Ovrs. of the 
Poor in Presence of us 

Edward Warner Evan Morgan 

Joseph Trotter Isk: Pemberton Jttnr 



To the Governor and Council 

The Petition of The Inhabitants of Philadelphia 
Humbly Sheweth — 

That Whereas the Proprietary and Governor having a 
Respect to the future good and Prosperity of Pennsylvania, 
and particularly designing the most convenient Place within 
the Province for the Erecting a city, no place was judged more 
fit than the present scite of land whereon the City is now lo- 
cated by reason of those natural advantages of easy landing 
and contiguous coves that by little Labour might be made 
safe and Commodious Harbour for Vessells where they might 
lye safe from Ice or Winter Storms, and accordingly the first 
Settlers invited by those conveniencys seated themselves 
down in the year 1682 and landed their Goods at that low 
Sandy Beach since called the Blue Anchor where without 
any Interruption all Persons have ever since used it as a 
Common Free Landing for Stones, Loggs, Hay and all 
such kind of Lumber and other Goods which can no way be 
with the like ease or safety brought and landed to any other 
Wharf and place in the City, and although there are yearly 
some hundred cartloadings of the said Lumber carried to all 
Parts of the Town from the said place to the Universal Ac- 
Vol. x. — 5 
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coraodation of all People as well Inhabitants as Strangers, yet 
we the Inhabitants to our great Grief have been informed 
that some persons obtaining a Grant from the Commissioners 
have incroached on a part of that publick Flat Sandy Beach 
whereby the Inhabitants are in Part already deprived of that 
customary and common Landing-place there being most 
times many Loads of said Lumber Lying ready for Sale or 
other Uses, and since it pleased the Governor by the eighth 
Chapter of the Charter to enact that the Governor and Pro- 
vincial Council shall at all times Settle and Order the Situa- 
tion of Cities and Market Towns in every County modelling 
therein all publick Buildings, Streets and Market places 
and shall appoint all Necessary Roads and Highways and by 
another Law it is enacted that there shall be settled Sufficient 
Cart Way to the most Convenient Landing Places. And we 
the said Inhabitants well Knowing there is not any so con- 
venient within this City, and which was a great Encourage- 
ment of first Settling the City where now it is and hath con- 
tinued until this day the only Chief Land g place and Cartway 
to and in the River "We humbly beseech the Governor and 
Council by Virtue of the said Powers by Charter lodged in 
them would be pleased to order the Situation Bounds & 
breadth of that most convenient Landing & Carting All 
which Laws being made before there was or could be any 
Pretence of Right in any Person to obstruct it, neither is this 
City of Philadelphia exempt from the said Regulation And 
we also further beg that all or at Least so much of the Cove 
at the Blue Anchor as possible may be laid out for a Conve- 
nient harbour to secure Shipping against Ice, or other Dan- 
ger of the Winter. And that no Person for private Gains or 
Interest may Incommode the Publick Utility of a whole City 
there being no Place by Nature so convenient for the Ends 
Proposed. 

Humphrey Murrey Christopher Sibthorpe 
John Holme Philip Howell 

Samuel Richardson Abraham Hardyman 
Robert Ewer William Lee 

David Lloyd William Say 
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Albertus Brandt John Parsons 

Phillip Richards William Walker 

Charles Butler Andrew Grescom 

John Murrey William Hearne 

James Fox Francis Cooke 
Alexander Beardslet Richd. Gove 

John White William Forrest 

Thomas Budd David Breintnall 

William Bradford Henry Badcock 

Thomas Hooton Thomas Griffith 

Nathaniel Allen Isaac Rickets. 

Compared with the Copy annexed to the Memorial delivd. the Mayor 
& Comonality, Philada. 16 of ye 2d Mo. Febry. 1753. 

Ise. Pemberton Junr. Edward Warner 

Evan Moegan Joseph Teottee. 

At a Meeting of Council held at Philadelphia on the third 
day of sixth Month 1691— 

Present, Thomas Lloyd, Deputy governor, John Simcock, 
John Delavall, Thos. Duckett, Griffith Owen, William Stock- 
dale, John Bristow. 

Humphey Murrey the present Mayor of the City of 
Philadelphia in behalf of the said City moves the Gover- 
nour & Council to lay out & regulate the Landing place the 
End of the Street near the Blue Anchor being the only Carta- 
ble Landing Place to serve the South End of the Town & has 
been accordingly used and enjoyed since the first Settling 
of this place without Interruption 'till of Late it was granted 
away by the Commissioners of Property Whereupon it is 
order'd that the said Mayor and Aldermen of Philadelphia 
have notice to Attend the Governour & Council to-Morrow 
Morning about the Eighth Hour in Order to View the said 
Landing Place. 

The Council Attended with the Mayor & some of the Citi- 
zens of Philadelphia having this Morning pursuant to the 
Order of the Governour & Council made last night reported 
to the Governour the Conveniency of the said Landing & 
the Necessity of having the same confirmed & cleared of 
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Incroachments & other Incumbrances therefore this Board 
will take the Premises into Consideration. 

Upon further Application of the Mayor & Inhabitants of 
Philadelphia by Petition relating to the said Landing-Place 
& Harbour for Shipping &c. near where the Blue Anchor 
Stood. The Governour and Council taking the same into 
their serious consideration & having duly weighed the 
Powers granted by the King's Letters Patent to Governour 
Penn for erecting Keys, Harbours & Landing Places within 
this Province as also the Powers derived from the Governour 
by Law & Charter in that Behalf & Moreover that the said 
Landing-Place now in Question has been the Cartable Land- 
ing belonging to the South End of the Town since the first 
Situation of the same. 

It is hereby declared & Ordered that there shall be Left a 
vacancy between the North side of John Austin's frame of a 
House upon the Bank & Society Hill extending about four 
hundred feet in breadth towards the Point of the said Hill 
for a Publick Landing Place & harbour for the safety of 
ships & other vessells & the same so to continue until the 
Proprietors pleasure be known to the Governour to the 
contrary notwithstanding any incroachments, Grants or 
Patents made of the said vacancy by the Commissioners of 
Property to any Person whatsoever. 

And it is further ordered that Jeremiah Elfreth & all 
other Persons concerned pretending to have any Title or 
Right to the said Vacancy or Landing-Place shall desist & 
forebear building & incumbring the same & every or any 
part thereof. And that whatsoever the said Elfreth or others 
have really disburs'd towards Materials for building upon 
the premises shall be reimbursed & Satisfied by the said Pe- 
titioners and other Inhabitants of Philadelphia aforesaid. 

Compared with the Copy delivd. with the Memorial to the Mayor & 
Comonalty Philada. the 16th day 2d mo. Feby. 1753. 

isr. pemberton june. joseph trotter 

Edward Warner Evan Morgan 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners the nineteenth of the 
Eleventh Month 1691-2 
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Present, Capt. "William Markham, Robert Turner, and 
John Goodson. 

This following publick Instrument of Protest was drawn 
up, Viz*. 

By the Proprietary Commissioners. Whereas Complaint 
was made to us by William Salloway, Griffith Jones, & 
Jeremiah Elfreth that Thomas Lloyd, Humphry Murrey & 
John Delavall and others, did last Summer several times 
come on their Bank Lotts & Interrupted their Workmen by 
Commanding them to desist, pretending they built in the 
Streets & thereby the said Jeremiah Elfreth was retarded in 
his Building the whole last Summer to his great Damage. 
As also that William Salloway obtained a Patent for a Bank 
Lot & having sold the same to him by deed yet when the 
said William Salloway came to Acknowledge the same in 
Court to Jeremiah Elfreth, David Lloyd, Clerk of the said 
Court, defaced the said Deed & Patent to us produced by In- 
dorsing on the back of the deed these words Viz'. " Cave- 
ated because the Lott within granted is supposed to be the 
cartable Landing Place of this Town & so hath been accord- 
ingly ordered by the Governor and Council ; therefore this 
deed ought not to pass till further Inquiry be made herein." 
Which Enormities being taken into our Consideration & 
we finding them so much to infringe on the Rights of the 
Proprietor which obliges us to assert & maintain his Au- 
thority by this Publick Instrument and thereby maintain 
the Power he had granted to us by his Commission for 
disposing of all Lotts & Lands within this Province &c. 
without any other Controul but his own & therefore we do 
hereby in his Name assert the Patents granted by us to the 
above named persons to be good and Sufficient to them & 
do protest against the above named Persons for all Dam- 
ages that has shall or may arise by their said Indorsement 
either to the Proprietor, Ourselves or those to whom we 
have granted any Patents by Virtue of the said Commis- 
sion. 

Dated at Philadelphia the day of January 1691-2 

Wm. Markham Robt. Turner John Goodson 
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Compared with the Copy deliv'd with the Memorial to the Mayor & 
Comonalty the 16th day 2* mo. Feby. 1753. 

Edward Warner Joseph Trotter 

Evan Morgan Isr. Pemberton jtjnr. 

On the 6th day of 2 d mo. (called February) 1753 The In- 
habitants of the City of Philadelphia were alarmed by an 
advertisement in the Pensilva. Gazette in the following 
"Words — 

' The Mayor and Comonality of the City of Philadelphia 
hereby gives notice, that they propose to Lett a certain Lott 
of Ground opposite to Budd's Buildings Containing in 
breadth about 100 feet and in length 250 feet from the East 
side of Front Street saving the 30 ft. Cartway leading thro' 
it. Therefore such as are inclined to take the same or any 
Part thereof, either for a term of Years or on ground-rent 
for Ever are desired to make their Proposals in writing, and 
deliver them, seal'd up, on or before the 16th Instant, to 
the Mayor, Recorder or Clerk of the Common Council, ex- 
pressing the Quantity desired, and the rent they are willing 
to pay : that such Proposals may be Considered at a Council 
to be holden the same day.' 

This attempt of the Mayor & Commonalty to deprive the 
Citizens of that valuable Landing Place, by setting up a sepe- 
rate right & exposeing it to sale gave a general Dissatisfac- 
tion to the People, & occasioned the Assessors of said city 
and others to make diligent Search at the several Public 
Offices following viz': Surveyor General's, Master of the 
Rolls, the Secretary's and Receiver General's, to discover on 
what foundation the said Corporation Claimed an Alienable 
right to that Lott of Ground, which had hitherto been 
deemed a free and Common Landing and as such Confirmed 
by our Present City Charter in which Search they happily 
found several Authentic Records relating thereto, After 
which the said Assessors apply'd to the Mayor & Recorder 
requesting a Meeting or to be Informed, under what right, 
or Pretence of right the Mayor and Commonalty had pub- 
lished their Advertisement for Sale of the said Publick 
Landing. 
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The said Magistrates agreed to meet the said Assessors on 
the 12th day of the aforesaid 2d Month with some other of 
the Freeholders of the said City. 

2 mo. 12th 1753. At a Meeting of the Magistrates, As- 
sessors and other Freeholders of the City of Philada. 

Present, Benja. Shoemaker, Mayor ; Tench Francis, Re- 
corder ; Isaac Eorris, Charles Willing, Benja. Franklin, John 
Mifflin, Thos. Lawrence, Aldermen; Joseph Lownes, Jacob 
Lewis, Joseph Watkins, Jeremiah "Warder, Antho. Morris, 
Jr., Assessors; Samuell Powell, Joseph Trotter, Thos. Leech, 
Edward Warner, Israel Pemberton, Jr., Saml. Rhoads, Evan 
Morgan, Joseph Fox, Joseph Stretch, Freeholders. 

After some conversation on the Occasion of Our coming 
together, The Recorder laid before the Company a paper 
which he said was a Brief of the Corporation Title to the 
Aforesaid Lot of Ground commonle called the Blue Anchor 
Landing and is as follows — 

Title of the Corporation to the Lott at the Blue Anchor. 

19 June 1689. Warrant from William Markham to John 
Tyzack to survey a Lott opposite to one which had been 
granted to Thomas Budd & Tyzack had requested liberty to 
take up. 

25 June 1689. Certificate of Survey Endorsed on War- 
rant. 

9 Novem: 1699. Elizabeth Robinson obtained Judgmt. for 
37£. 10s. Qd. against Tyzack on which Execution Issued. 

15 Decemr. 1701. Venditioni Exponas Issued to Thomas 
Farmar, Sheriff of Philada. County to sell Lott. 

2 March 1701. Thomas Farmar by Virtue of Writt sold 
to Edwd. Shippen. Recorded Lib. B. Vol. 2, Page 319. 

14 Decemr. 1704. Edward Shippen to George Gray in 
Fee. 

15 Decemr. 1704. George Gray to Griffith Jones, Mayor 
of City in Fee to hold to Mayor & Commonalty of City & 
Successors for Ever. 

On Which (after some deliberation) the Magistrates were 
told that the Inhabitants have had the free uninterrupted 
Possession and use of the said Landing from the first Settle- 
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merit of this city, which could be proved by several of the 
early Settlers nowliveing; and from other Circumstances & 
Evidences the Right of the Citizens therein made clear and 
Unquestionable. The Recorder having produced no other 
Title than that they had often heard of, which was without 
Foundation in Law or Equity. That by the Minutes of 
Council remaining in the Secretary's Office it appears that 
some Encroachments were very early made by Persons ob- 
taining Grants from the Commissioners of Property for parts 
of the first intended Landing place so that the Lott now re- 
maining is but an Inconsiderable Part of what our Worthy 
Proprietor intended in the Beginning. 

Those Encroachments were warmly opposed by the Gov- 
ernor and City Magistrates of that time, who like true Guar- 
dians of the Peoples Rights and Liberties honestly En- 
deavoured to support the just right of the citizens ; And 
Notwithstanding the Delegated Authority of the Proprietor 
then vested in Commissioners did in part defeat the good 
intentions of the Magistrates of that time by granting a 
considerable part of the first intended Landing Place yet 
all that remained unsold in the year 1701 when the Present 
City Charter was granted doth unquestionably belong to the 
City and according to the express words of the Charter to 
be left open and common for the Use and Service of the said 
city & all others. 

Some of the defects in the Corporation Title were re- 
marked and are as follows — 

1st. The Commission impowering Markham and others 
was granted to "William Markham, Secretary, Thomas Ellis 
and John Goodson or any two of them, the Secretary being 
One; so that at Least two are Necessary to convey any 
Land. Nevertheless the Warrant is signed by one only. 

2d. No consideration appears to have been paid by the 
sd. John Tyzack or his Heirs to the Proprietaries for the 
said Lott. 

3d. Nor did he agreeable to the Injunctions in the said 
Imperfect Warrant make any Improvements on the said 
Lott. 
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4thly. Supposing that the said John Tyzack had made 
the Improvements according to the terms of the said Im- 
perfect "Warrant and it was allowed to have the effect of a 
Patent yet from the Terms of it, only an Estate for Life is 
thereby granted. 

5th. Some of the Antient Inhabitants assert that the exe- 
cution Levy'd at the suit of the said Eliza. Robinson by 
Thomas Farmar, Sheriff — and the several Deeds from the 
sd. Sheriff to Edward Shippen, said Shippen to Geo. Gray 
& from G. Gray to the Mayor & Commonalty were only in- 
tended to take off that Imaginary right by which Tyzacks 
Heirs or Creditors might hereafter claim and that the right 
of the Citizens agreeable to Charter might appear clear in 
the Mayor & Commonalty who were then esteemed the 
proper Guardians to defend the said Publick Landing for 
the use of the Inhabitants against any encroachments what- 
ever. 

And this is more than probable by the Testimony of 
Samuel Powell who affirms that when the said Edward 
Shippen had purchased the said Lott as aforesd. he told this 
affirmant that it was purchased for the use of the citizens of 
Philada. to be a free and common Landing Place forever. 

At a Meeting of the City Assessors and others of the Free- 
men of Philada. the 13th of 2d mo. (called February) 1753. 

Joseph Trotter, Edward Warner, Members of Assembly ; 
Evan Morgan, Commissioner; Philip Syng, Warden; Israel 
Pemberton, Joseph Lownes, Joseph Watkins, Jacob Lewis, 
Jeremiah Warder, Thomas Lightfoot, City Assessors. 

The consideration of the right claimed by the Mayor & Com- 
monalty to the Blue Anchor Landing being resumed and the 
Substance of the Conversation had yesterday with the Mayor 
and Aldermen being related the company unanimously agreed 
that a Memorial be presented to the Mayor & Commonalty 
at their next Meeting asserting the Right of the Inhabitants 
warranted by a constant possession since the first settlement 
of the city and confirmed by Charter granted by our Worthy 
first Proprietor expressing the general Dissatisfaction Occa- 
sioned by the Proposal of converting it to other uses than 
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those it originally designed for ; And the Loss and Damage 
the Inhabitants may sustain for want of the said Landing by 
the advanced Price of "Wood and cartage from otber more 
distant Places &e. 

Evan Morgan, Phillip Syng, and Israel Pemberton were 
desired to draw a Memorial agreeable to the aforesaid Reso- 
lutions. 

Agreed to meet again to Morrow evening at 6 o'Clock in 
the Court House and that the City Burgesses, Overseers of 
the Poor Assessors and Wardens be desired to Joyn herein. 

At a meeting of the Burgesses, "Wardens, Commissioners, 
Overseers of the Poor, Assessors and many other of the 
Freemen of the city of Philada. the 14th 2d mo. (called 
February) 1753. 

Benja. Franklin, Hugh Roberts, Burgesses ; Jacob Duche, 
Commissioner ; Jacob Shoemaker, Abraham Mitchell, Thomas 
Clifford, Joseph Howell, Overseers of the Poor ; Edward "War- 
ner, Joseph Trotter, Evan Morgan, Joseph Fox, Members of 
Assembly ; Phillip Syng, Charles Jones, Joseph Stretch, Jo- 
seph Richardson, Wardens ; Joseph Lownes, Anthony Mor- 
ris, Jr., Jacob Lewis, Joseph "Watkins, Jeremiah "Warder, 
Thomas Lightfoot, Assessors; Daniel Williams, Joseph 
Wharton, Israel Pemberton, Jr., Citizens. 

The draft of a Memorial being now prepared was read & 
after some amendments approv'd & Order'd to be engrossed 
& the Company now present agree to meet again at the 
Court House to Morrow evening to sign it. 

On the 15th 2d mo. most of the Assessors & others above 
named with many of the antient Citizens & others mett & 
reconsidered the Draught of the Memorial. 

2d mo. 16th 1753. This being the day appointed by the 
Mayor & Commonalty in the aforesaid advertisement to re- 
ceive Proposals for Letting the Blue Anchor Landing oppo- 
site to Budds Buildings, the Common Council Mett, and the 
Wardens, Commissioners, Assessors, Overseers of the Poor, 
with some other Freemen of the City presented to the said 
Council some extracts from several Publick Records with 
the said Memorial, hereto annexed, and after having read 
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the same, the Memorialists told the Corporation that if they 
had any Doubt of the Authenticity of those extracts from 
the Publick Records the seals of the respective Offices from 
whence they were taken should be affixed and proper cer- 
tificates from the said Offices endorsed on them and after de- 
sireing they would consider the memorial and favour us with 
their Resolutions thereon, withdrew. 

The Council after some debate concerning the Premises 
appointed a Committee to search the aforesaid Records on 
their behalf to discover if anything was to be found in 
favour of their Title and make report thereof & then ad- 
journed without any other Determination therein. 

And we do not find that the Corporation proceeded any 
further in offering the said Landing for sale, being as we 
apprehend generally convinced of their mistake in attempt- 
ing this Incroachment, on the right of the People. 

Nevertheless least time should eraze these things out of 
the Memory of the Present Inhabitants, and our Successors 
not be enabled readily to make a defence against any such 
future Design ; "We the Assessors have thus far taken care 
to collect the Proceedings, in order that they may be entered 
on Record, and the said Blue Anchor Landing be preserved 
for the Publick Use to latest Posterity. 

On the 17th of 2d mo. 1753 The Wardens, Commission- 
ers, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor, mett with sundry 
Freemen of the City at the Court House and on considera- 
tion of the Premises agreed that a copy of the Memorial 
and of the Records therein referr'd to be delivered to the 
Printers (of the Pensilvania Gazette) to be published in 
the next Gazette and that a copy of the same be likewise 
entered in the Publick Records of the Province. 

City of Philada. ss. 

On the third day of March in the year 1756 Joseph 
Lownes, Joseph Watkins, Jeremiah Warder and Jacob 
Lewis four of the Assessors Chosen by the Freemen of the 
said City on the second day of October 1753, appeared be- 
fore me, Charles Brockden Esqr. Recorder of Deeds for the 
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City and County of Philadelphia, and one of the Justices 
of the Peace &e. And on their Solemn Affirmations sever- 
ally and Respectively did declare and affirm That the fore- 
going Minutes written on one side of Eight half sheets of 
Paper contain true transcripts or copies of the minutes of 
the Transactions of the said Assessors at their several meet- 
ings from the sixth day of the Month called February to the 
Seventeenth of the same Month in the year 1753, And that 
the Memorial and other papers therein referred to are true 
copies of the Memorial & Papers delivered by the said As- 
sessors to the Mayor & Commonalty of the said City on the 
16th day of ye said Month of February in the said Tear 
1753 All of which together with the Declaration of Samuel 
Powell also hereunto annexed the said Assessors desire may 
be entered on Record to Preserve the same in Remem- 
brance. 

Joseph Lownes Joseph "Watkins 
Jereah. Warder Jacob Lewis. 
Affirmed Before Me ye day & year first abovesd. 

C. Brockden (Seal) 

City of Philada. ss. 

The 20th day of February in the year of our Lord One 
thousand seven hundred and fifty six before me Robert 
Strettell Esqr. One of his Majesty's Justices &c. came 
Samuel Powell one of the People called Quakers and on his 
solemn Affirmation according to law did declare and say 
That in the year One thousand six hundred and eighty five 
He the said affirmant came into this city and hath resided 
here ever since, that from the time of his arrival the Land- 
ing place on the North side of the Dock, from Front street 
into the River Delaware and from the Dock a considerable 
Distance Northward was deemed a publick Landing Place 
for the Free and common use of the Inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia and known by the name of the Blue Anchor Land- 
ing. That when Edward Shippen first Mayor under our 
present Charter purchased in the time of his Mayoralty the 
supposed right of one John Tyzack in the Premises (the 
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distinction of city Rights from Corporation Rights heing 
then unknown or unheard of as he Believes) the aforesaid 
Edward Shippen with whom this affirmant was Intimately 
acquainted told him the said affirmant that the only design 
of purchasing the said Tyzacks Right was to secure it effect- 
ually for a free and common Landing Place for the use of 
the Inhabitants of this City according to Charter or to that 
effect, and that it hath accordingly been used as a common 
Landing Place ever since without any interruption or other 
claim 'till within these few years and further this Affirmant 
saith not. 

Saml. Powell. 

Affirmed before me 

Robt. Stbettell. 

Recorded March 12th a.d. 1756. 

(In Deed Book No. 7, p. 92.) 



